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San Francisco, CA: Catharine Clark Gallery presents a multi-

channel video installation by the photographer and media 

artist Kevin Cooley.  This is the first exhibit of Cooley’s work 

at Catharine Clark Gallery.  On view in our dedicated media 

room June 6 – August 29, 2015,  Fallen Water is a visual 

exploration of waterfalls and waterways that feed the city of 

Los Angeles, California.  Exhibiting concurrently in our main 

gallery space is Deep State, new paintings by Scott Greene.  

Both artists will be present for the exhibitions opening on 

Saturday, June 6, from 3 – 5 pm.   

“Expect poison from standing water.” 

                                      -William Blake 

Fallen Water explores questions about why humans are drawn 

to waterfalls and flowing water as a source for renewal.  

Waterfalls imbue subconscious associations with pristine and 

healthy drinking water, but what happens when the fountain 

can no longer renew itself? Is the water no longer pure?  

Cooley’s choice of subject matter strikes a deep chord with 

current social consciousness and anxieties about 

contemporary water usage and the drought crisis faced by the 

American West.  Cooley references Blake’s famous quote from 

The Marriage of Heaven and Hell as context for the diametric 

opposites of the current water conundrum:  our deep sense of 

entitlement to and dire dependence on this precious 

commodity, coupled with a pervasive obliviousness concerning 

the sources which supply it.  As a way to connect with his 

personal water use, Cooley hiked into the  mountains  to  see   
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firsthand the snowpack (or lack thereof), streams, and aquifers which feed the water sources supplying his Los Angeles home.  This 

multi-channel installation is an amalgamation of videos made over numerous trips to remote locations in the San Gabriel Mountains, 

the Sierra Nevada Mountains, and locales as far away as the San Juan Mountains in Southwestern Colorado.  These disconnected 

video vignettes coalesce, constructing a large water landscape canvasing the gallery walls and floors – reflecting the disparate and 

widespread origin of Los Angeles’s drinking water.  The colorspace within the videos is inverted, turning the water pink, orange and 

yellow—channeling an altered vision of water—in which something is definitely amiss:  a stark reminder of the current water crisis 

in the state of California.  

Kevin Cooley | Fallen Water 

June 6 – August 29, 2015 

Saturday, June 6 : Opening reception with the artist         3:00 - 5:00 pm 

                          Artist talk and exhibit walk-thru        2:30 pm 

 

This event is free and open to the public.  

Media inquiries contact Allison Stockman: marketing@cclarkgallery.com 

 

Kevin Cooley: Through photography, video, and installation, Cooley's work is a meditation on our evolving relationship with technology, 

nature, and ultimately each other.  Cooley works with elemental forces beyond his control, addressing how these forces contend with 

each other, and how we exist among among them, using his experiences and direct interventions to provide the underlying conceptual 

framework of his practice.  Cooley's video work was recently featured in solo exhibitions at the Nevada Museum of Art (Reno, Nevada); 

Disjecta Contemporary Art Center (Portland, Oregon); The Musuem of Photographic Arts (San Diego, California), Ryan Lee and Pierogi 

(New York City); and Kopeikin Gallery (Los Angeles, California).  His work is in prominent collections including 21C, the Nelson-Atkins 

Musuem, and the Guggenheim Museum, and it has been reviewed in Aesthetica, Artforum, The Los Angeles Times, Hyperallergic, Time 

Out New York, and Whitewall Magazine, among others. This is Cooley's first solo exhibition in San Francisco.  He lives and works in 

Los Angeles.  
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