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San Francisco, CA: Catharine Clark Gallery presents What 

Endures, a solo exhibition of new work by Kambui Olujimi on 

view September 10 – October 29, 2016.  Inspired by dance 

marathons of the 1920s and 1930s, Olujimi’s exhibition 

features photographs, works on paper, and video in proximity 

to a large site-specific sculpture of interlocking platforms that 

serves as the stage for multiple encounters during the 

exhibition.  Olujimi will be present for an opening reception 

on Saturday, September 10, from 3 – 5 pm, with an artist talk 

at 2:30 pm, and for a closing event on October 29. 

What Endures investigates the gesture of dance as a symbol 

of persistence and resilience amidst the economic downturn 

and global social upheaval. The focal point of the exhibit, Just 

Because We’re Magic Doesn’t Mean We Aren’t Real, consists 

of interlocking platforms on which Olujimi performs at the 

opening reception, and upon which the artist’s works on paper 

are based.   The wood sculpture was designed in conversation 

with the enduring architecture of the Coney Island Cyclone, a 

wooden roller coaster constructed in 1927, and still in 

operation today. The sculpture is both a stand-alone work, as 

well as an evolving and integral part of each separate 

performance and encounter to which it lends a physical 

scaffold.   Breathtaking work from the series Blind Sum 

showcases Olujimi’s mastery of long exposure composition 

and print production. Olujimi’s photographs reflect the 

complex role of dance marathons as mass entertainment 

events during the Great Depression.  These endurance 

contests often lasted weeks, providing much needed 

entertainment,  purse  money, and fame  during  an  era  of 

Kambui Olujimi, Untitled (Blind Sum), 2014. 

Digital photographic print, 36 x 24 inches.   



Box Blur: Six Weeks of Dance, Word and Performance 

9.12: Words on Dance Beyond the Proscenium, with 

speakers Damian Smith, My-Linh Le, Margaret 

Jenkins, Julia Adam, Amie Dowling, Weston Krukow, 

and Kristine Elliott.   6 – 8 pm.  Tickets. 

9.17: Margaret Jenkins Dance Company 

performance, Site Series (Inside Outside): a response 

to the work of Kambui Olujimi. 3 – 6 pm.  Tickets. 

10.13, 10.14, 10.18, 10.25: co-hosted by SF Dance 
Film Festival, The Running Tongue, Siobhan Davies 

and David Hinton.  6:30pm.  Free. 

10.27: Fauxnique (Monique Jenkinson), 
Disintegration Series. 6:30pm. Free with RSVP.  

10.29 SFArtsED That. Now. This.  6 – 8 pm.  Free. 

severe deprivation.  With an eerie prescience to present day “reality shows,” these contests blurred the line between theatre 

and reality.  A mix of the heroic and grotesque, of kitsch and desperation, these spectacles were meant to test the capacity of 

individual will.  While the dance marathons challenged many gender and class expectations, they were vehemently racially 

segregated. Olujimi’s work examines the repercussions of such omissions in the creation of mythic space. Blind Sum 

emblematizes the common contests of endurance, persistence, and defiance and the desire to live beyond the capacities that 

we have internalized.  

 What Endures runs concurrently with Box Blur | Six Weeks of Dance, Word and Performance, a series of commissioned 

performances, talks, and screenings, as well as off-site events produced in concert with Olujimi’s work and in cooperation with 

several cultural partners:  SF Dance Film Festival, Margaret Jenkins Dance Company, Words on Dance, Meyer Sound (Helen 

and Perrin Meyer), Greg Niemeyer, The 500 Capp Street Foundation: David Ireland House, CCA Hubbell Street Gallery, Mud 

Water Theatre, SFArtsED, Fauxnique (Monique Jenkinson), The Gugulethu Project, and Atheltic Art Production.  For a full 

schedule of events, ticketing information, times, and the most up-to-date information, please visit our exhibitions webpage.   

Kambui Olujimi | What Endures 

September 10 – October 29, 2016 

Saturday, September 10 : Opening reception  3 – 5 pm  

Artist talk  2:30 pm    

     

The opening reception is free and open to the public, while some  

events during Box Blur are ticketed. Please check out exhibitions  

webpage for pricing and ticketing information.  

Media inquiries contact Allison Stockman: marketing@cclarkgallery.com 

Ticket inquiries: cc@cclarkgallery.com 

 

KAMBUI OLUJIMI was born and raised in Bedford Stuyvesant, Brooklyn and received his MFA from Columbia University School 

of the Arts.  In addition, Olujimi is a graduate of Parson's School of Design and the Skowhegan School of Painting and Sculpture. 

Olujimi works within the realm of ideas rather than within an exclusive medium. Although he has directed a great deal of work 

in film, his is truly a multi-media practice. He crafts potent social commentary from delicate wisps of myth and whimsy mixed 

with real-world narrative.  Olujimi's work has been exhibited in solo exhibitions at the CUE Arts Foundation (New York, NY); 

MIT List Visual Arts Center (Cambridge, MA); Apexart (New York, NY); and Art in General (Brooklyn, NY).  His work has 

premiered at The Sundance Film Festival (Park City, UT), as well as group exhibitions at the Smithsonian Institute, (Washington 

D.C.); Museum of Contemporary Art Los Angeles (Los Angeles, CA); the Museum of Modern Art (New York, NY); Studio Museum 

in Harlem (New York, NY); and Yerba Buena Center for the Arts (San Francisco, CA). He has exhibited at Museo Nacional Reina 

(Sofia, Madrid); Kiasma (Helsingfors, Finland); Para Site (Hong Kong, China); and The Jim Thompson Art Center (Bangkok, 

Thailand).  His work is in the collections of the Brooklyn Museum of Art and the Orange County Museum of Art.  He was most 

recently awarded a Rauschenberg Residency (Captiva, Florida).  Olujimi has exhibited with Catharine Clark Gallery since 2010. 
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